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County Commissioner’s Message 
Wow!  What a year's it's been!  Not just for the Brownies, but for 
everyone who has been celebrating the Big Brownie Birthday.  We 
have seen two fantastic County events; a Star Quest at the      
Bridgewater Hall where our Chief Guide, Gill Slocombe, found the 
100th star to complete the challenge to 'light up the night sky'.  This 
was followed in July by an action-packed Stay Away at Waddow 
where Coronation Street Star, Fizz (Jennie McAlpine), made a 
surprise appearance and joined the Brownies at their Closing 
Ceremony. 
 

Other events have also been held across the County ranging from 
Camps to Sleepovers to Princess Parties.  None of these would have 
been possible without the tireless efforts of you, our dedicated       
volunteers.  Please accept my sincere thanks for your commitment 
to providing stimulating and memorable experiences for our girls. 
 

The County Team have been looking ahead to 2015 (and beyond) and 

putting plans in place for exciting Events and inspiring Trainings.  

Watch this space for more details as they unfold!  
 

Lynne Scales 

 

 

My name is Janet Taylor and I have joined the County Team as the County Finance and General 

Purposes Adviser. I have been guiding in Lancashire South East since I was a Brownie and I have 

held many roles, the most challenging being that of County Commissioner in the 90s. I enjoy 

camping and spend lots of time at Waddow, where I have just been appointed Chair of the 

Friends of Waddow. I am also Chair of Waddow Heritage Group. 

My advisory involves keeping up-to-date on funding opportunities which arise, ensuring that 

leaders are aware of possible fundraising ideas and, where appropriate, putting bids together 

for guiding projects. 

I am happy to give fundraising advice and support to units, districts and divisions too! In this, 

and future, issues of Guiding Gossip look out for the little blue piggybank and hopefully you will pick up some fund-
raising ideas to make your unit funds go that little bit further. 

If you have fundraising successes to share, or need to contact me, you will find me at  janetsunnyside@hotmail.com 

We are now 
reaching the end 
of our Big 
Brownie Birthday 
celebrations, 
and what a time 
we’ve had! 
There are several articles in this edition 
about local celebtrations. But first, here’s a 
Star Quest update! 

Ellice Hanlon, 10, said: “I loved the Star 
Quest – my favourite activity was the poem 
writing – I was proud to read my poem out 
on the stage.” 
 
Gillian Taylor, Big Brownie Birthday      
Champion and one of the event organisers, 
added: 'Seeing Brownies from all over our 
local area come together to celebrate The 
Big Brownie Birthday has been fantastic.” 
 
 

FOCUS ON… Janet Taylor – County Finance and General Purposes Adviser 

Find us on Facebook! 
Closed Group - www.facebook.com/groups/girlguidinglancsse 

Public Page - https://www.facebook.com/girlguidinglse?fref=ts 
 

Or how about Twitter? 
@Girlguiding_LSE  

http://girlguidinglancsse.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46a3b08fd04572304c4afa510&id=8cdd55ccb4&e=c10826976d
http://girlguidinglancsse.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46a3b08fd04572304c4afa510&id=c9813fcb9b&e=c10826976d
http://girlguidinglancsse.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=46a3b08fd04572304c4afa510&id=402dc27d42&e=c10826976d


County News & Updates  
County Award Competition Winners! 

 
We are delighted to announce the winner of our Design a County Award   
Competition.  As the standard of entries was so high we decided upon 2  
winners - 
 
County Award for Volunteers, designed by  
Claire Costello, Leader with 101st Rochdale 
Guides.   
This award will be presented to  volunteers in the 
County for more than just excellence; for out-
standing service in a particular area.  Nominations 
for this award should be via your Division President. 
 
County Award for Girls, designed by Charlotte Quinn, 
Young Leader with 9th Heywood Guides.   
This award can be presented by any leader to girls in their 
unit who have done something extra special. There is no  
formal process for nominating girls for this award, and badges 
can be  purchased by leaders (from Springfield Volunteer 
Shop, Springfield Park, Rochdale priced £3). 

 

County dates for your diary 

 Saturday 20th September — First Response Training— BP Hall, Bury 

 Wednesday 23rd September — Growing Good Guiding Event—Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale 

 Thursday 24th September — Transitions Evening for Leaders 

 Thursday 2nd October — Mentor Signing Evenings for Leaders in Training — Springfield Activity Centre, and 
Tuesday 18th November at Dundee United Reform Church, Ramsbottom, Bury 

 
Please see our website for full details—www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 

Funding tip 
from Janet 

Taylor, 
County 
Grants  
Adviser 

 

Has funding your training been a draw-

back to attending a      residential at 

Waddow? Then you need to consider 

applying for a Waddow Bursary. The    

Bursary Fund is a source of money 

which is designed to help leaders 

attend a weekend training to improve 

their leadership skills. Leaders from all 

sections can apply, including Senior 

Section members working on 

leadership. The Bursary covers the cost 

of a shared room and is there to help 

leaders who   cannot attend due to 

money difficulties. You only need to 

have the support of your local       

Commissioner on the application form. 

Contact Waddow for a form on 01200 

423186, or email your request to 

waddow@girlguiding.org.uk 

Your Stories from around the County  

Congratulations! 

 
 

 

 
Baden-Powell 

Challenge Award 
 
Rebecca Denham 
Hannah Basquill 
Mia Beresford-Carter 
Lauren Powell  

    Leadership Qualification 
 

Natasha Rogerson  Karen Young       Julie Ringer           

Kath Adsall            Judith Taylor      Emma Caine 

Amanda McLeary Helen Booth        Anna Qosja 

Emma Carter Tracy Maher        Ruth Shaw 

 

Are you doing your leadership qualification? 

Come to the Drop-In sessions for help or signing 

off! 

Chadderton South Brownies and Guides recently took up their knitting needles, 
grabbed their wool and got knitting for Dr. Kershaw’s Hospice! Lots of parents,  
grandparents and friends helped their girls at the Units learn their new skill. Dr.  

Kershaw’s were using the squares for a giant fundraiser that took place at Dovestones 
Reservoir in June. Well done to everyone who took part! 

Ever thought about becoming 
a “Friend of Waddow”?  

We are all lucky to live so near to 

Waddow TAC. For a subscription of 

just £12, you can help to develop ac-

tivities, residential and training 

facilities. For example, this year we 

have contributed a £20,000 to make 

the new campsite toilet block more 

than just wishful thinking! If you want 

to keep Waddow moving forward and 

are able to help PLEASE complete the 

leaflet with this issue of Gossip and 

become a Friend. Thank you! 



Heywood Girlguiding Unites for Diane Kay Shield Event! 
 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in Heywood all came together for the first annual    
Diane Kay Shield Event earlier this year. Diane spent 30 years in guiding but recently 
had to leave due to ill health. 
 
Diane said “My highlights have been seeing girls grow in confidence throughout their 
time in guiding. Also the two trips to Canada, and the numerous camps. Oh I could go 
on forever! There are so many happy memories”. Diane gave the shield to the Division  
on her departure from the organisation. “It was my thank you to the Division for giving 
me so much”. 

 
At the event, each unit created a sculpture of what Guiding means to them. The evening was a great success with all the 
units’ efforts clearly visible from the sculptures created. The girls got to play outside, in the warm sun, and then sung 
some camp fire songs while judges Diane Kay, Barbara Hughes (from the Trefoil Guild) and Lynne Scales (County Commis-
sioner for Lancashire South East) carefully judged each sculpture. 
 
The overall winners were 2nd Heywood St Luke's Rainbows who get their group name engraved on the shield. 
 
Alyson Quinn, Leader of 9th Heywood Brownies said "All the Brownies enjoyed making their entry especially the salt dough. 
We had lots of ideas of what guiding means to us". 

Rainbows Go Underground! 
 

The 8th Oldham Rainbows have returned home from 
an exhilarating day trip to Waddow Hall! The girls, 

who meet weekly in 
Moorside,  enjoyed 
exciting adventures 
including outdoor 
giant games, alien  
orienteering and 
pond   dipping. 
Though the highlight 
of the day was a  
caving adventure! 

Saddleworth Brownies have summertime 
fun! 

 

 

 

The Brownies in Saddleworth had fun in June at the 

campsite in  Greenfield. The girls 

cooked  marshmallows on candles, played games 

with buckets of water (during which they got     

rather wet!) and went on a scavenger hunt. The 

event also included  camp fire songs and food.  

Well done Poster Girls! 
 
The 52nd Oldham Rainbows and the 
21st Friezland Brownies recently entered the 
Aone + Integrated Highway Services children’s 
road safety poster competition.  
The competition was won by two of the 5-
year-old Rainbows, Rosie Aldred and Daisy  
Dorrington.  

Guides’ cake sale is a sweet success for 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust 

The 32nd Rochdale Guides raised £250 for the  

Cystic Fibrosis Trust at their recent coffee and 

cake fundraiser. Guide Leader, Diane Foster said: 

“The event was a huge success – we were amazed 

by the amount of people who turned up! The Guides had been very busy 

baking for the event, and it was great that their family and friends came 

along to support it!” 

Brownie Points 
for Dads this   
Father’s Day!  

24th Rochdale Brownies took their dads for a two mile walk this      
Father’s Day near Hollingworth Lake. The walk included a snack stop 
and a Big Brownie Birthday treasure hunt. Everyone had a great time! 

Guides from  across Lancashire South East went to Liverpool for the Big 
Gig earlier this year, to see Tinie Tempa, Pixie Lott and many more big 

name acts! 
 

 Molly Wainwright, aged 11, from 25th Bury Guides said: “The line up was brilliant and 

included big stars! The atmosphere was electric and there were lots of bright lights and 

screaming! The thing I enjoyed the most was the songs because I’ve never heard anyone play 

live before – it was awesome!” 

 Drew Mason, aged 11, of 14th Oldham Guides said: “It was the first gig I’ve ever been 

to and I loved it, especially because I was with all my Guide friends and I can’t wait for the next one.” 

 14th Bury’s Young Leader, Hannah Jackson aged 16 added: “It was the best day ever! Seeing the new Guides making 

their Promise here was great too – it’s a great adventure for them as they haven’t been to a huge gig like this       

before!” 



This newsletter is distributed to ALL registered members aged 14+ in the County by Direct Mail. If you know of someone who does not receive a copy and 
they are a member, please ask them to check their details on Go!. Additional copies are available on request.  

Articles/items for inclusion in the next edition should be sent to the editor (preferably via email) by 19th December 2014 
All correspondence should be addressed to:  Sarah Ashton sarahashton@hotmail.com      

Congratulations to our Guiding Idols! 

 

Helen McCreadie, from 3rd Ramsbottom Guides, Ellen 

Hendry from 43rd Rochdale Brownies and Martina Caraher 

from 1st St Michael’s Rainbows, have recently been 

named as three of the forty-eight Guiding Idols in  

Girlguiding North West England. The Guiding Idol  

campaign was introduced for the first time ever this 

June, as a thank you to our volunteers. The Guiding Idols 

were nominated by members here in the North West, 

then a panel of girls aged 7-14 selected the final forty-

eight.  Helen, Ellen and Martina received a Region Thanks 

Badge from the Region Chief Commissioner, Julie Bell, at 

the celebration in July. At this event, a plaque was  

unveiled in the Region Headquarters’ garden – a  

memorable tribute that named all forty-eight Guiding 

Idols for their achievement.  

Guides have Alton Towers Adventure! 

The 21st Rochdale 

Guides have had an  

exhilarating two-day trip 

to Alton Towers! They 

enjoyed exciting 

adventures including 

camping in the grounds of 

Alton Towers, a visit to 

the water park and a day 

in the theme park. One of 

the girls, Rachael 

Clegg, 14, said “sleeping 

in the grounds next to the 

rollercoasters was 

amazing.”  Leader, Amy 

Bamford, agreed, saying 

“All the girls told me how 

much they enjoyed  

themselves and they 

can’t wait to decide 

where they want to go 

next and plan another adventure.” 

Brownies Got Talent! 
Members of All Souls Brownies, in Heywood, have shown 

they've got talent when they held their own ‘Brownies Got 

Talent’ night. Girls showcased their talents with acts 

ranging from singing, dancing and gymnastics, to comedy 

and a clarinet solo. Some girls teamed up to do group 

performances while others performed solo. The girls 

prepared their acts at home and then had some rehearsal 

time at Brownies. All girls who took part received a special 

medal engraved with 'All Souls Brownies Got Talent 2014'. 

All the girls were really supportive of each other and had 

great fun.  Brown Owl, Diana Kilduff, said "Well done to all 

the Brownies who took part in the talent show. You were 

fantastic! Can't believe how talented our girls are.” 

Bamford Brownies have Heart! 
 

Well done to the 1st Bamford Brownies, who raised a 

whopping £1064 for the British Heart Foundation by   

completing a sponsored skipping event! 

 

The Brownies were completing the ‘Golden Hand Test’ 

as part of the Big Brownie Birthday Challenge. As part of 

this, they each had to skip 30 times without stopping. 

They decided  to combine this with the British Heart 

Foundation’s ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ campaign, so they 

could raise money for charity whilst completing the 

badge! For their achievements in the challenges the 

Brownies were awarded medals and trophies. A huge 

‘well done’ goes to Harriet McKay, aged 8, who was 

awarded the Top Fundraiser Award for raising an 

amazing £146.50. 

 

Leader, Emily Chapman said: “I 

am so proud of all the girls, they 

all cheered on their team mates 

and were really enthusiastic 

even the Brownies that 

struggled    skipping were 

determined to give it their best! 

We were blown away by the 

parent’s  support and the 

amount of money raised.”  

Well Done! 


