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GUIDING GOSSIP 

County Commissioner’s Message 
 
Now that we've turned the corner into British  Summer 
Time, we'll be having more and more light nights.  I 
hope you're looking forward to getting out and about 
with your girls (remember to stick to the Girlguiding 
ratios and let your Commissioner know where you will 
be!).  Also, it would be great if you could let the rest 
of us know what you've been up to by posting your pics 
and stories on the County Facebook Closed Group (see 
above). 

Since our last edition of Guiding Gossip, we've had a very 
successful Thinking Day event at the Oasis Academy, 
Oldham.  A huge thank you to Amy Leach, County 
International Adviser, and her team for a fabulous day 
of fun for all our members to enjoy. 
Have you seen our new Website yet?  The Media Team 
are very proud of the new, modern, look.  You can 
subscribe to email updates, book your place on our 
training courses, buy County merchandise, hire our 
County PR equipment (for free) and read the latest 
County Commissioner Blog.  Your feedback is also 
much appreciated, so please let us know what you 
think. 
Later this year we'll be having our County Weekend (at 
the Park Hall Hotel, Chorley - 26/27 September) where 
volunteers will have the opportunity to "Have a bit of 
'me' time".  It will be a great training weekend, with a 
bit of relaxation time slotted in. 

 

Lynne Scales 
County Commissioner 

My name is Jess Timperley and I’ve been in 
Girlguiding since Rainbows. I am currently a 
member of 44th Rochdale Senior Section Unit 
and I am the Chair of Lancashire South East 
Youth Voice – a panel of Senior Section    
members who make decisions to try and 
make the Lancashire South East Senior 
Section the best it can be.  I am also the 
newly appointed Chair of Express, the Region 
Youth Council; a role I will hold for 2 years.  
I feel that the Senior Section, being the   
smallest section of Girlguiding, is often over-
looked. Young women aged 14-25 have so 
much to give, and, at this time in their life, 
so much to gain. I am passionate about 
advocating the Senior Section as a vehicle for 
accessing great opportunities, and achieving 
unique experiences. The Lancashire South 
East Youth Voice shows that collectively, 
young women in this area can have a big 
impact. I hope, through my role as Chair, I 
will encourage more young women in Senior 
Section to grasp the opportunities available. I 
would also like to enable the Senior Section 
members as a County to communicate more 
effectively, creating a really strong 
Lancashire South East Senior Section 
presence. I have recently created 
‘The Lancashire South East Senior Section’ 
Facebook group to start an online community 
to help kick start more fluid connections 
between units.  
If you are interested in 
becoming a member of the 
Youth Voice panel, we 
would like to welcome 
representatives from each 
Division. At present, only   
Heywood and Bury North 
are represented. You can 
contact me on: 

jess_timperley@hotmail.co.uk 

Focus On...  

Find us on... 
Website - www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 

Facebook closed group - Girlguiding Lancashire  
South East 

Facebook public page - Girlguiding Lancashire  
South East 

Twitter - @Girlguiding_LSE 



County News & Updates  

Dates for your diary 
 

Leaders' Day Training: 
 25 April 
 

INTOPS for Adults Training: 
 26 April 
 

DofE Group Meeting:  
 05 May 
 

Leaders’ Q&A Drop In: 
 08 May 
 

Try Camping Training Weekend: 
 08/10 May 
 

An Introduction to Girlguiding: 
 13 May 
 

Understanding your Programme: 
 03 June 
 

Safe Space Training: 
 01&08 July (2 parts) 
 

County Weekend: 
 26/27 September 
www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk for 
more information and details on 

how to book your place. 

Spring Funding tip  
from Janet Taylor,  

County Grants Adviser 
 

Spit and Polish Event 
 

Show the girls how to clean 
shoes, silver and brass     
properly. At the event the 
girls clean items belonging 
to the public for a donation. 
They hand over items they 
want cleaning and they get 
given a cloakroom ticket and 
the other half stays with 
their item. The Guides are in 
teams cleaning the various 
types of objects. Meanwhile 
the waiting public are 
offered refreshments. 
Donation boxes make more 
money than charging per 
item. The only outlay is for 
polish, dusters, rubber 
gloves etc. The cakes and 
biscuits are donated and ask 
a couple of parents to sort 
out the refreshments.  

Commissioners' Cube  

 
 
 
 
 
When you visit your units, 
what do you see?  Evidence 
of Good Guiding… 
 

 Happy girls 

 Relaxed leaders 

 Positive relationships 

 Small groups 

 Best use of resources 

 Everyone engaged 

Leadership Qualifications 
 

 

 

 

Janet Lowe  44th Oldham   
Vivienne Catherall 44th Oldham   
Caroline Frenchini 15th Bury   
Angela Williams  36th Oldham   
Billie Langford  16th Ramsbottom  
Bethany Boulton 44th Rochdale   
Jennifer Dayton 20th Oldham   
Carrie Ann Walter 77th Oldham   
Cathy Blyfield  16th Ramsbottom   
Nicola Holcroft  77th Oldham 
Collette McDowell 36th Oldham  
Beth Tennant  Heywood Senior Section 
Anna Qosja  Heywood Senior Section 
Sarah Platt  34th Oldham  
Emily Whitehead 2nd Oldham   
Gail Reed   34th Rochdale   
Ellen Kershaw  21st Rochdale  
Suzanne Bissett  14th Oldham   
   

Congratulations to all those who have completed their 

Leadership Qualification! 

Still working on your Qualification? Then keep coming to the Q 

& A sessions for help or signing off. 

Are You Ready for the Senior  
Section Centenary? 

 

Lancashire South East has some exciting 
plans to celebrate the Senior Section   
Centenary in 2016, and we would like as 
many Senior Section members to be 
involved as possible. 
Region has organised a city based wide 
game in the capital of Denmark, 
Copenhagen! We would like to 
organise a trip around this to 
celebrate our big birthday.  
 

Come along to St Andrew’s Church Hall, 
Entwisle Road, Rochdale on 3rd July for 
7.30pm. This will be a casual evening 
aimed at introducing the ideas 
Lancashire South East has for 
celebrating 100 years of Senior Section. 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

If you have any questions contact Jess. 
jess_timperley@hotmail.co.uk 

  



Ramsbottom District Get Computer Savvy! 
Ramsbottom District recently put out a plea, via The Northern Star, for computers to help with their 
organisation and administration. Now, three state of the art laptops have been donated for use in the 
guiding district! Commenting on their donation, Leigh said, “We were delighted to have been asked 
for help. The guides are a really good organisation and we know that the 
laptops will be used to their full”. Karen Jackson, Ramsbottom District 
Commissioner, said, “This kind donation will help with the everyday 
running of the district. Most things are now accessed via our national    
website which includes our members' database, training, safeguarding 
and mentoring  programmes – we now even access the badges online! We 
really appreciate the help we get from local businesses.” 

Your Stories from around the County 

Thinking Day 2015 
 
You might have seen our Thinking 
Day Extravaganza in the papers last 
month. You might have even been 
there yourself! 
 
On Sunday 22 February hundreds of 
girls from across our County      
gathered at Oasis Academy, Oldham 
to World Thinking Day with an 
international themed celebration; 
‘Around the World… in an               
Afternoon’. 
 
The event included a whole host of 
international activities such as craft 
sessions making Japanese fans, 
Dutch windmills, Venetian and Maori 

Masks, Tribal necklaces, Chinese lanterns, as well as Scottish,      
African and French dancing, Pilates and boot camp fitness sessions, 
a traditional campfire, and much more. 
 
Savannah Relf, 5, from 41st Rochdale Rainbows said: “This has been 
the best day ever.” Ellice Hanlon, 10, from 32nd Rochdale Guides, 
said: “It was interesting thinking about Guides in other countries 
and what they are doing too.”  

“Recently St Stephen’s Brownies took part in a Tesco Farm to Fork 
scheme at our local Tesco. When we got there we all put on our chefs 
hats and aprons and then went down to the fishmonger area there we met 
a nice lady and put on some plastic gloves while the lady talked about fish 
(the rainbow trout to be exact) and then handed one round. We even 
touched its slimy slippery scales! After that we touched a baby squid then 
took off our gloves and then went to the bakery. There we learnt about 
how bread was prepared and made and then we even got to bake the 

dough! When we had finished we actually got to go into a freezer. It was as cold as Jack Frost so we 
only stayed for a minute. An added treat was we got to go into the upstairs cafe for some delectable 
fruit. To conclude the tremendous trip each Brownie received a goodie bag. 'It was so much fun' said 
Emily (aged 7). All the Brownies adored the trip and would recommend it.” By Amber-Lily, Brownie 



This newsletter is distributed to ALL registered members aged 14+ in the County by Direct Mail. If you know of someone who does not receive a copy 
and they are a member, please ask them to check their details on Go!. Additional copies are available on request.  

Articles/items for inclusion in the next edition should be sent to the editor (preferably via email) by Friday 21st August 2015. 
All correspondence should be addressed to:  Sarah Ashton sarahashton@hotmail.com      

Make time for tea - Eve Appeal Tea Party 
 

The 8th Oldham Guides based at Moorside had a 
fantastic time this week hosting a tea party in 
aid of The Eve Appeal – a charity that is 
dedicated to fighting against women’s cancers. 

www.eveappeal.org.uk 
The girls displayed excellent team skills and 
working together they planned and publicised 
the event, invited all their friends and family, 
and people from our local community. On the 
night with the help from the PCC and some very 
kind parents, they set up the hall, made,      
donated and set up all the refreshments, set up 
the raffle and made a speech to raise      
awareness for the Eve Appeal. 
The girls worked tirelessly all night serving the 
customers, running a raffle and clearing away 
at the end.  All the hard work was rewarded as 

the event raised a massive £165.00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diggle Guides Aim High! 
 
42nd Oldham (Diggle) Guides spent 
an evening at Climb Rochdale. 
They went bouldering, climbing 
and abseiling. The girls had a 
fantastic time on their first ever 
unit trip out since the unit opened 
in November 2014.  

Anna is going to the Queen’s Tea Party! 
 

Anna Lowthian is going to represent Lancashire South 
East County at the Queen’s Tea Party on 28th May! She  
cannot wait for the  event, saying “It’s a fantastic      
opportunity for me! It will be great to be able to      
represent Lancashire South East!” 
Anna has been involved with guiding since she was 5 
years old. She is currently a Senior Section Member at Tottington           
Rangers.  During her time in Guides, she was awarded her first, second, 
third and fourth year challenge badges and completed her Baden-Powell 
Award. Anna is also a Young Leader working towards her adult leadership           
qualification. Have a great time Anna! 

St Margaret’s Brownie of the 
Year! 

 
A member of St Margaret's 
Brownies is celebrating after     
receiving the Brownie of the 
Year Award. Olivia Taylor, 
aged 9 from Heywood,         
received the award from her 
leaders for always bringing     
equipment each week, being 
helpful and attending Brownie events. Leader 
Alison Quinn said "Olivia has gained in confidence 
over the last two years. She is a Sixer and helps 
look after younger girls. Well done Olivia!" 

Thank you Allyson 
 

60th Oldham Brownies 
recently said farewell 
to Allyson O’Toole 
after 25 years of 
volunteering with the 
Unit. Allyson also 
helped to set up the 
local Rainbow Unit. 
Both the Rainbows and 
the Brownies then went 
on to make Allyson 
proud by raising 
£518.30 in their Comic 
Relief Danceathon! 
Over 6 hours they tried 
6 types of dancing. 

Wow! 

ACE Night for the Oldham  
Divisions 

The annual ACE celebration 
took place in March. As part of 
the event, Eleanor Prince gave 
a presentation about her 
international trip to Armenia. 
Many awards were presented, 
including 40 Year Long Service 
Award to Millicent Feber, from 
Oldham East (pictured). 

 


