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GUIDING GOSSIP 

County Commissioner’s Message 
The Senior Section Centenary is in full 
swing and it's not long until Adventures 
in Copenhagen and LiveItUp! Liverpool.  
Our County Senior Section Party will be 
held on Friday 6 January 2017 (flyer is 
enclosed for Senior Section members, 
Senior Section Leaders & Advisers and 
Commissioners).  The evening will be a 
relaxed affair with a buffet and disco.  
We will also squeeze in some presentations and awards.  If 
you would like to nominate a Senior Section member or 
leader who has inspired the Senior Section, please let me 
know so we can make sure they are recognised and thanked 
for their support and contributions. 
As previously mentioned, Senior Section members can spend 
their Golden Ticket (worth £17.50) on any of these events -  
 

 Adventures in Copenhagen 

 LiveItUp! Liverpool, or 

 Lancashire South East Senior Section Party 

 Mersey Moot 
 
Spectacular Show (Saturday 5 November 2016) Tickets were 
on the list but as these will only be £3 we thought it would 
be more beneficial for members to use their Golden Ticket 
against this year's Mersey Moot Camp (9-11 September 2016) 
instead.  So, if you would like to take up this offer, please 
send your Golden Ticket, Name on your Unit's Bank Account 
and a copy of your Mersey Moot booking form to me (128 
Starring Way, Littleborough OL15 8RE) and I will arrange for 
your unit to be reimbursed with the £17.50. 
As always, if there is anything I can help you with, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch: 
countycommissioner@girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 
Lynne Scales 

Focus On... Valerie Roscoe 

Division Commissioner Oldham East 

Find us on... 
Website - www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 
Facebook closed group - Girlguiding Lancashire South East 
Facebook public page - Girlguiding Lancashire South East 
Twitter - @Girlguiding_LSE 

My name is Valerie Roscoe and I have recently taken 
over as the Division Commissioner for Oldham East.  I 
have been involved with Guiding since the age of 
eleven when I moved to Bury and joined Guides 
(Seedfield Methodist).  I gained my Queen’s Guide 
Award, became a Ranger (days before Young Leader) 
then a Brownie Leader at 18. 
 
I had a gap (Career Break) when I got married, moved 
to Oldham, had babies, then started as Assistant 
Leader when my eldest daughter joined Brownies at 
East Oldham Methodist.  I later took over as Brown 
Owl and am still there.  I have been District         
Commissioner twice and then felt very privileged to 
be asked if I would become Division Commissioner for 
Oldham East. 
 
As Unit Leaders we are there for the girls but I feel as 
a Commissioner I am there for the Leaders; both 
District Commissioners and Unit Leaders. I hope I can 
support and help or just listen.  I try to always reply 
to emails or text messages even if only to say ‘I’m not 
sure but I will find out!’  I am still learning, it’s early 
days but I hope over the next five years to lead     
Oldham East in some exciting times. 
 

Valerie 

UPCOMING TRAINING AND EVENTS 
The Advisers and Commissioners met on Saturday 25 June to discuss and plan future training and events.  Please keep your 

eye on eNews and the County Website over the coming weeks for more details as dates are announced. 

http://www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk


Adult Leadership Qualification 

Natasha Rogerson 13th Bury 

Charlotte Bradshaw 38th Bury 

Makelia Walton 8th Rochdale 

Kelly Moore 8th Oldham 

Chloe Bingley 20th Oldham 

Catherine Brierley 21st Oldham 

Naomi Sanderson 24th Oldham 

Sarah Platt 34th Oldham 

Karin Higginson 34th Oldham 

Kathryn Ball 43rd Oldham 

Zara Lowe 43rd Oldham 

Kathryn-Anne Mason 43rd Oldham 

Patricia Merry 43rd Oldham 

CHANGES TO Go! 
 
The Starting Leaflets have changed and now 
include the girl’s drop off or collection  
arrangements.  A new part says: ‘I am happy for my 
daughter's leader to store my telephone number on 
her mobile phone’, together with all the usual       
information—name, address, school, photo             
permission, dietary requirements, etc.  Please ensure 
you input all these extra details onto Go!, and then 
shred the paper copy. 
 
When you download a Meeting Register these fields 
will automatically be shown, along with photo 
permissions, so you can see, at a glance, each girl’s              
requirements.  The medical and dietary requirements 
are on a separate sheet at the back of the report.  
Remember to keep all information confidential and 
secure. 
 
As soon as you are able please distribute the new 
forms to be filled in so everything is up to date. 
 
If you need any help with Go! please speak to either 
your commissioner or Sheila Meynell—
meynellsheila@tiscali.co.uk. 

County News & Updates  

COUNTY PR 
 

Borrow our County gazebo this year for all your local events.  It has 
been the envy of other groups at events. 

 
Full details can be found on the website or via 

media@girlguidinglancsse.org.uk.  Other items of PR available to borrow 
are branded eyelet banners, pvc trefoils, pull up banners for each     

section and a Girlguiding treasure hunt game. These are great resources 
to promote Girlguiding at your events but be quick as the booking diary 

is filling up quickly. 

Long Service Awards 

5 years 10 years 

Tracey Acton (Lees) Wendy Brierley (Lees) 

Karen Swindells (Shaw) Sarah Broadbent (Shaw) 

Alison Lowe (Shaw) Joanne Symonds (Shaw) 

Amanda Hilton (Shaw) Rachel Ward (Shaw) 

Julie Owen (Shaw) Samantha Crossley (Royton) 

Bev O’Neil (Watersheddings) 20 years 

Kath Platt (Watersheddings) Gillian Kelsall (Chadderton) 

Susan Croft (Chadderton) Jackie Anderson (Shaw) 

Emily Smith (Chadderton) Elaine Higgins (Royton) 

30 years  

Anne Higgins (Oldham East) Glennis Kirkwood (Chadderton) 

SPECTACULAR SHOW 
 

As part of the Senior Section Spectacular celebrations this 
year, Girlguiding Lancashire South East are proud to announce 
"Women through 100 years" Spectacular Gang Show.  The stars 
of the show will be our very own Senior Section members! 
 
The show will be taking place on Saturday 5th November 2016 
at 2pm at Heywood Civic Centre. Tickets will be available from 
the county website www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk at a cost of 
£3 per head. 
 
Refreshments and a licensed bar will be available and a raffle 
with be drawn in the intermission. 
 
Want a great afternoon out 
with your unit?  Then book 
early to avoid disappoint-
ment! 
 
For further information please 
contact Beth Tennant at      
padfoot7.5@btinternet.com. 



Your Stories from around the County 
FUN AT WADDOW 

 
25th Bury Guides spent a busy, fun-filled 26 hours at Waddow Hall in April.  From arriving at 12 noon on 
Saturday it was non-stop, enjoying  zip wire, abseiling, a heritage talk and quiz, tree climb, archery. 
 
They stayed in the main hall, food was cooked and served for them, all the washing up done and rooms 
cleaned. What a luxury weekend for the Guides AND the Leaders — no duties!  
 
Everyone had a great time. Hannah Mae and Edie made their Guide promise and they celebrated Freya’s 
13th birthday with cake. 

Leadership 
In the County we have 58 leaders who have been working on their Adult Leadership Qualification for more 
than 1 year. Are you one of these people? If you are, or you have one in your unit, you need to be coming to 
a Q & A session to get your book signed off. Bring along your unit planning, any letters you have done and 
know the activities you have taken part in over your time there. Get other leaders, parents, or (if 
appropriate) the girls to sign off your book for the activities. Know when you did your First Response (or 
equivalent) and Safe Space training. We will help you to do the rest. 
Are you doing Module 1 for another section? There are 16 people who have been working on one module for 
over a year. Module 1 should take a maximum of 6 months and the syllabus can be downloaded from the 
Girlguiding website. 
Please help us to get all Leaders through their Qualification as quickly as possible. If they need our support 
we are here to give it. 
If you know someone who would struggle to get to a Q & A session then maybe you could offer to take 
them.  

Mentors 
Have you completed your Safe Space training? Have you been to one of the Q & A sessions over the last 
year? If you have offered to be a Mentor at the Q&A sessions then please make every effort to attend and 
assist our leaders in training.  If you know of someone within your local  area who is doing their Leadership 
and needs help please encourage them as much as possible. 

First Aid Qualifications 
As of 1 January 2015 Girlguiding have made it a 
mandatory requirement that at least one 
member of the leadership team in each unit 
holds a current First Response (or equivalent) 

qualification.  Please make sure that your unit is covered. 
 
If you need to book a place on a Full First Response or First 
Response Refresher Course, please visit the Training page 
of our County Website— 

www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 

A Safe Space 
Keep up to date with Girlguiding’s Safety and Safeguarding 
Policy and have a greater awareness of the safeguarding 
issues affecting our girls and young women by attending 
one of our A Safe Space Trainings.  This is a mandatory 
training for new leaders and optional for existing leaders. 
You can book your place by visiting the Training page of 
our County Website—www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 
 
For existing leaders, there are also 3 e-Learning Modules 
available at www.girlguiding.org.uk > members’ area > 
building your skills > elearning > a safe space 

Girlguiding Calendar for the Unit Leadership Team (remember to share the load across your team!) 

31-Jan Deadline for your accounts to be with your Commissioner 

22-Feb Membership Subscriptions are due to be paid 

4 times a year Attend District Meetings 

Always Ensure Information & Consent for Event/Activity forms are completed when you take your girls out of your Unit Meeting Place 

Always Submit your Residential Event Notification form to your Commissioner as soon as you decide to run an overnight event 

Always Tell your Commissioner if you are going out of your Unit Meeting Place 

Annually Attend trainings to keep your knowledge and skills up to date 

Annually Claim Gift Aid for your Unit 

Every 3 years Renew your First Aid qualification 

Every 5 years Adult Volunteers (dependent upon role) will be called for a DBS Recheck 

Regularly Claim your expenses (you should never be out of pocket) 

Regularly Update Go! and check Join Us (moving along enquiries as swiftly as possible) 



This newsletter is distributed to ALL registered members aged 14+ in the County by Direct Mail. If you know of someone who does not receive a copy 
and they are a member, please ask them to check their details on Go!. Additional copies are available on request.  

Articles/items for inclusion in the next edition should be sent to the editor (preferably via email) by 30 September 2016. 
All correspondence should be addressed to:  Louise Cope at media@girlguidinglancsse.org.uk    

SPARK 2016 
16 leaders and girls from 14th Oldham Guides set off to London to Alexandra Palace from 
Piccadilly train station at 7.30am. When they arrived at Alexandra Palace they registered and 
the girls were free to go around in groups. The activities on offer ranged from relaxing activities 
like yoga and Indian head massage to craft activities, one of which was making solar-powered 
cars, and there was a petting zoo containing rabbits, Guinea pigs and chicks. In another hall 
there were activities for the more adventurous including climbing walls, bungee trampolines 
and caving. There was also a silent disco, roller disco, huge inflatables, virtual rowing and there 
was even a BMX bike stunt display team. The girls enjoyed the climbing wall, caving and 
inflatables as well as some of the craft activities. Great fun was had by all concerned. 

GUIDES RETURN FROM INTREPID ADVENTURE WEEKEND 
Guides and their leaders from Rochdale, Heywood and Oldham experienced an unforgettable adventure weekend at 
‘Guides off the Grid’ at Rock and River in Ormskirk on 29 April to 1 May – where they were challenged to switch off all 
technology and get back to basics, through a variety of different activities. 
The girls joined over 400 girls from across the North West for the ultimate outdoor challenge. It 
was an action-packed weekend with a wide range of activities including a high ropes course, 
climbing, abseiling, raft building, archery and orienteering.  
The event culminated with a spectacular finale – an It’s-A-Knock-Out, giant inflatable assault 
course, complete with water pools and foam – in which girls competed in teams with new friends 
they had met over the weekend. 

A RIGHT ROYAL RAINBOW DAY 
Over 300 Rainbows from across the County, plus Young Leaders, Leaders and Trefoil 

Guild members, gathered at the Drill Hall in Bury in May, to celebrate the Queen’s 

birthday in style with a ‘Right Royal Rainbow Day’ jam-packed with exciting crafts and 

activities. The Drill Hall was the ‘Palace’ for the event, and throughout the day, the 

Rainbows went about their ‘royal duties’ taking part in a variety of fun-filled activities 

and crafts such as dancing, croquet and lawn games, horse racing, jewellery making, 

crown decorating and seed planting. 

Rainbows ended the day with a spectacular Royal Ball 

and the presentation of a very special badge. 

Three volunteers, Krys Newell, Kathryn Abram and Susan Wint were presented with 

the prestigious Lancashire South East County Award in recognition of their huge 

contribution to the event. Members of the event planning team, Sandra Turner, 

Lyndsey Hendry, Ellen Hendry and Denise Dawson were also awarded the Girlguiding 

Thank You badge for their hard work. 

HEYWOOD UNITE FOR THINKING DAY FUN 
 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Senior Section and Trefoil members came together for a 
Thinking Day Celebration of the crafty kind. Each group had a different craft based on the 
theme of 'Sparkle' to fit in with the Senior Section Centenary celebrations. Crafts varied 
from sparkly spider webs, shadow puppets, sun catchers to edible sparklers. 
 
The girls each renewed their promise with the rest of their section and they then put shiny 
ten pences on the crest of their sections. The tradition is 2ps but they updated it so it 
would raise more money to donate to guiding sisters in developing countries. 

 


