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County Commissioner’s Message 
There’s one thing to say about Girlguiding, and that is we never 
stands still - We Discover, We Grow.  2016 was an amazing 
Centenary Year for The Senior Section, and we've just heard the 

first details of our Programme changes (see guiding magazine and 
the Girlguiding website for more information). The Programme 
changes will be phased in over the next 3 years so there is plenty 
of time for everyone to get up to speed. 

 
In the meantime, this summer we'll see the first phase of the  
Membership Systems Upgrade. In preparation for the combined 
system of Go! and Join Us everyone needs to make sure their data 

is accurate and up to date. We all need to play our part in this, so 
please log on, check your own details, check your girl data and 
make sure all Join Us enquiries are responded to in a timely 
manner. 

 
2017 will also see the return of a County Awards Celebration event, 
so if you feel that someone deserves extra recognition for their 
contribution to guiding, please let your commissioner know. This 

could be regularly going the extra mile or displaying Good Guiding 
week in, week out. 
 
As always, if there is anything I can help you with, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch:   
countycommissioner@girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 

 

With Best Wishes 

Lynne Scales 

Focus On... Naomi Sanderson 

County Chair of Growing Guiding 

Find us on... 

Website - www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 
Facebook closed group - Girlguiding Lancashire South East 
Facebook public page - Girlguiding Lancashire South East 
Twitter - @Girlguiding_LSE 

 

YOUTH VOICE 
Calling all members of The Senior Section! 
Whilst making new friends and meeting like-minded people, are you looking to express your opinion throughout your Division or      
District?  Could you see yourself as part of Lancashire South East’s very own Youth Voice?  You would represent the girls in your area. 
If you have answered ‘yes’ to the above questions, please email: 

Katie.b9297@gmail or lottielu.Quinn@gmail.com for more information. 
Youth Voice meets alongside County Executive meetings, but as ours is pretty informal we often have sweets to help the ideas flow! 

I’m Naomi Sanderson, your new County Chair of Growing  
Guiding. 
  
Girlguiding began for me, at 7 as a Brownie.  At 15 I became a 

Young Leader and at 18 gained my warrant (now called the 
LQ). Six months later I became ‘Tawny Owl’ in a new Brownie 
unit (and I’m still there 15 years later). I've been a District 
Brownie Adviser, District Commissioner, completed my  

Module 1 to qualify as a Guide  
leader (to keep a unit open - but 
never left) and also been a 
Division Adviser. Easy when 

Guiding is only an hour and a half 
a week! 
  
The County Chair role however, 

didn’t come with a box of new        
enthusiastic leaders, or girls to fill 
dwindling units. It's vital we get 
out and promote our fantastic 

female-led charity.  Channelling 
the passion that those girls who 
marched to  Crystal Palace and 
challenged Lord Baden-Powell 
showed. 
  
Lots of girls don’t move to the 

next section. Transition is everyone's responsibility, not just 
the next unit’s job to convince them to stay, every  member 
needs to embrace that Girlguiding is one organisation, with a 
shared commitment.  Knowing more about the next section 
has massively improved the advice and support I can offer 

around transition. I challenge each of you to get more      
involved in moving girls on.  See Page 2 for a handy remind on 
what’s on offer in other sections. 
  

I can't wait to meet lots of you throughout my time in this 
role. 

http://www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk
mailto:Katie.b9297@gmail
mailto:lottielu.Quinn@gmail.com


TRANSITION LADDER 

Created by North West Region—Shows programme badges, awards and challenges, together with prompts 
to remind you at what age you should be asking girls to start thinking about continuing their guiding 
journey in the next section.  The letter templates are available via your District Commissioner. 



Girlguiding Lancashire South East - Calendar 2017  

March     

14 Tue Leaders’ Q&A Drop In 18.45-20.30 URC, Dundee Lane, Ramsbottom, Bury FREE 

25 Sat First Response Full 09.30-16.30 Bury Transport Museum £15.00 

May      

13 Sat Leaders’ Q&A Drop In 11.00-13.00 Springfield Jubilee Room, Rochdale FREE 

13 Sat First Response Full 09.30-16.00 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale £15.00 

13 Sat 
Intro to Girlguiding & Understanding your 

Programme (LQ Modules 1 & 2) 
09.30-12.30 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale £7.50 

13 Sat Safe Space 13.30-16.30 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale £7.50 

19-21 W/E County Weekend All Weekend Netherurd, Peebleshire, Scotland £100.00 

June      

10 Sat County Awards Celebration—by Invitation 15.00-17.00 To be confirmed FREE 

12 Mon Accounts Workshop 19.30-21:00 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale £5.00 

16 Fri Leaders’ Q&A Drop In 19.30-21.00 Waterfold Farm Pub, Bury FREE 

21 Wed First Response Refresher 19.00-21.00 Bury Transport Museum £7.50 

24 Sat Focus on ‘18—Advisers’ Planning Day 09.00-16.00 St Andrew’s Church Hall, Rochdale FREE 

July     

2 Sun Brownies Mission Survive All Day To be confirmed TBC 

September     

25 Mon Leaders’ Q&A Drop In incl Go! & Join Us 19.00-21.00 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale FREE 

25 Mon Understanding your Programme (LQ Module 2) 19.30-21.00 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale £5.00 

November     

2 & 9 Thur First Response Full (2 x evenings) 18.30-21.30 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale £15.00 

6 Mon Accounts Workshop 19.30-21:00 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale £5.00 

16 Thur First Response Refresher 19.00-21.00 Springfield Activity Centre, Rochdale £7.50 

22 Wed Leaders’ Q&A Drop In 19.00-21.00 St Paul's Methodist Church, Shaw, Oldham FREE 

22 Wed Intro to Girlguiding (LQ Module 2) 19.30-21.00 St Paul's Methodist Church, Shaw, Oldham £5.00 

29 Wed Safe Space 18.30-21.30 Bury Transport Museum £7.50 

Your Commissioner will provide you with the dates for your local District Meetings 

First Response Refreshers are for those who have previously done a First Response Full training  

Training Sessions can be booked and paid for online via the County Website - girlguidinglancsse.org.uk   

Booking for all Training Sessions (not Drop Ins) is essential.  Fees (but not County Weekend) can be paid for out of unit funds   

Keep an eye on the County Closed Facebook Group for updates, especially where details are still to be confirmed  



This newsletter is distributed to ALL registered members aged 14+ in the County by Direct Mail. If you know of someone who does not receive a copy 
and they are a member, please ask them to check their details on Go!. Additional copies are available on request.  
Articles/items for inclusion in the next edition should be sent to the editor (preferably via email) by 1 May 2017. 

All correspondence should be addressed to:  Louise Cope at media@girlguidinglancsse.org.uk    

SENIOR SECTION’S SELFLESS SECRET SANTA 
 

Heywood Senior Section decided to forego their Secret Santa to truly delve into the 
Christmas ‘Spirit of Giving’ by providing someone less fortunate with some of life’s 

essentials. Having personally witnessed the struggles many face living on the streets, 
especially at this time of year with unpredictable weather, they decided to try and do 
their bit to improve an individual’s needs by creating a Christmas Care Package with the 
supplies purchased by the Senior Section members. After discussing the topic; a list of 

some of life’s essentials was created and each member volunteered to supply an item 
off the list. Items ranged from a pop-up tent, sleeping bag and sleeping mat to some 
essentials we may take for granted; warm socks, tissues and wipes. Less than 24 hours 
later and these items had been purchased, brought together and picked up to be  

distributed to the most in need. Niamh Furlong, 15, said ‘Christmas is my favourite time 
of year. We should be so grateful for everything we have. It’s been such a lovely  
experience, knowing we are helping someone less fortunate and being able to give back 
to the community.’ Beth Tennant, Senior Section Leader, said ‘I am unbelievably proud of how the girls have grasped this          

opportunity. Their selflessness is a shining example of goodness that can be found in the youth of today.’  

COUNTY AWARDS AND BADGES 
Our County funds such awards as Long Service, Going 

Away, B-P, and the Young Leader Qualification.  
These awards can only be ordered after the person 
has gained the award.  Requests must be sent to the 
Division Commissioner (via the District Commissioner) 

who then sends her request to our County Badge Adviser 
who ensures that badges are ordered and received just 
before a County Executive meeting where they are given 
to the relevant Division Commissioner for distribution. 
 

Last date for ordering badges this year are 30 April, 
1 September and 1 November. 
 

County Awards for Young Members can be bought from 

Springfield Shop.  Promise badges and Interest badges 
can be bought from Oldham and Springfield shops without ordering. 

35TH ROCHDALE BROWNIES PLANT HUNDREDS OF CROCUS BULBS IN MILNROW MEMORIAL PARK 
 
The 35th Rochdale Brownies enjoyed a fun day out in the autumn sunshine planting hundreds of crocus 
bulbs in Milnrow Memorial Park and giving the park’s wildlife and visitors a colourful springtime treat to 
look forward to. 

The session was part of a Helping Our Local Wildlife project which aims to help young people get actively 
involved in caring for areas close by to where they live. 
The project was run by local social enterprise NatureEd CIC and was made possible thanks to funding from 
Rochdale Borough Council Pennines Township.  Jude Murray, a Director of NatureEd CIC said: “Helping Our 

Local Wildlife eco-activities are a great chance for children to learn about wildlife in the Pennines area 
and we are delighted to be able to support groups like the 35th Rochdale Brownies as they work towards 
their Wildlife Explorer badges. 

INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITY—ICELAND 
Ellie Scales (member of 44th Rochdale Senior Section Unit and Young Leader with 24th Rochdale Brownies) joined three leaders and 

twelve other young women to spend ten days in Iceland after being selected for the Region    
International Opportunity scheme, starting at Keflavik (south west Iceland), onto Reykjavik 
(the capital), then finally Akureyri (northern Iceland), staying in three different hostels and 

having plenty of sightseeing opportunities. 
Community service work was for two days at Solheimar Eco Village, a small inclusive village in 
a beautiful area of south-west Iceland with a population of about 100 people, comprising of 
both abled and disabled people, whom are all encouraged to be independent and act as any 

community would. The citizens work creating candles, woodwork, soaps and drawings which 
are sold in the gift shops on the site. Solheimar is also run completely on geothermal energy, 
as is the rest of Iceland. Over the two days the teams spent time clearing, weeding, and     
tidying the gardens in preparation for a visit from the President of Iceland later in the week.  

They spent time in the kitchens, helping a Spanish volunteer bake biscuits for the Solheimar residents.  If you're undecided about   
applying for an international opportunity with Girlguiding, hadn't even considered it before or know someone who would be just     
perfect, just go for it!  It might be one of the best decisions of your life. 

 
LEADERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS 

Angela Hamer Sue Clegg 

Bethany Exton Wendy Brierley 

Michelle Johnstone Jessica Sneddon 

Kathryn Bodgers Maria Dilkes 

Lucianna Jefferies Charlotte Quinn 

Nikki Howard Jessica McKenzie 

Katie Bevan Susan Croft 


